
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
New Castle, IN 
January 3, 2021 
Christmas 2 (Year B) 
 

Introduction to the day 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell 
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s 
grace and truth. 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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COLOR AND SCORE GATHERING/WORSHIP 
CONSIDERATIONS 

Blue (score of 0-.5) Worship will be in person, with a live stream 
available. Elements of congregational singing will 
begin to be incorporated in worship. 

Yellow (score of 1-1.5) Worship will be in person, with a live stream 
available. Solo singers and wind instruments will 
begin to be incorporated in worship. 

Orange (score of 2-2.5) Worship will be in person, with a live stream 
available. Worship music will consist of only 
instrumental, non-wind instruments. 

Red (score of 3) WORSHIP WILL BE ONLINE ONLY 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 



Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 
• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 

brought from home 
• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 

 
Code of Conduct 

 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 
 
 
 
 



 GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella—17th century French Provençal carol. Arranged by Mark 
Hayes. © 2006 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of the Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

Bring a torch, Jeannette, Isabella, bring a torch to the cradle run! 
It is Jesus, good folks of the village; Christ is born and Mary’s calling: 
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the Mother, Ah! Ah! Beautiful is her Son! 
 
— Un flambeau, Jeannette, Isabelle, translated by E. Cuthbert Nunn, 1868-1914 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who was in the beginning, 
who makes a dwelling among us, 
who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



MUSICAL REFLECTION 
 
Wexford Carol—traditional Irish carol. Arranged by Mark Hayes. © 2006 Lorenz Publishing 
Co., a division of the Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind 
What our good God for us has done in sending his beloved Son. 
With Mary holy we should pray to God with love, this Christmas Day: 
In Bethlehem upon that morn, there was a blessed Messiah born. 

 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
 7Thus says the Lord: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O Lord, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 



 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the Lord. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 
 
The Psalm will be read responsively. 
 
 12Worship the Lord, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your | God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 
  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 
 14God has established peace | on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 
  a word that runs | very swiftly. 
 16God gives | snow like wool, 
  scattering | frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
 18The Lord sends forth the | word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 
 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 



 20The Lord has not done so to any | other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to 
the praise of his glory. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]  
 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 



14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
MUSICAL REFLECTION 
 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten—13th century Plainsong. Arranged by Jay Rouse. Arrangement © 
2000 PraiseGathering Music. Administered by Gaither Copyright Management. All rights 
reserved. 
 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. (Revelation 22:13) 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
Together with the whole Church, we confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 



and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
 
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect 
your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us 
radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the ecosystems 
of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to 
rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of 
authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in 
harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. 
Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh 
those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to 
communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of 
advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith (especially). 
With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together 
in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
MUSICAL REFLECTION 
 
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence—PICARDY. Arranged by Jeanne Cotter. Copyright © 1990 
G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 
 
— Liturgy of St. James; translated by Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, for your creating Word! 
You set the foundations of the world 
and gave breath to every living thing. 
There is no Rock like you. 
Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 
  
We praise you, O God, for your liberating Word! 
In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed, 
you guided them by your strength to the land of promise. 
You have lifted up the lowly. 
Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 
  
We praise you, O God, for your life-giving Word! 
Your Word became flesh and lived among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
You have looked with favor on the lowliness of your servants. 
Blessed be God, forevermore; 
our hearts sing of your mercy and might! 
  
Blessed be God, from this time on and forevermore, 
from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
With Miriam, Hannah, and Mary, we give you thanks and praise 
for your creating, liberating, and life-giving Word! 



Send us forth in the power of your Spirit 
to sing of your greatness and serve all people, 
following Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003428 and ONE LICENSE #A-735487. 
 


