
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
New Castle, IN 
November 29, 2020 
Advent 1B 
 

Introduction to the day 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently 
distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of 
the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything 
we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can 
share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
One candle on the Advent wreath is lit. Silence for reflection follows the lighting of the candle. 
After this time of silence, the leader prays: 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
You call all nations to walk in your light 
and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 
for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 
Rouse us from sleep, 
that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 
Amen. 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 



The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
The Psalm will be read responsively. 
 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O Lord| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 
 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 And so, we begin the season of anxious anticipation.  

 The people of Israel knew this season well. In 587 BCE, the people of Israel were forced 

from their homes, forced from their land, and forced from their way of life, and forced from their 

house of worship: the temple. During this year, the Babylonians invaded the land of Israel, 

rounded up most of the citizens, and deported them to Babylon. Talk about turning your life 

upside-down! Their lives were forever changed. Their homes and land gone. They were “free” to 

worship their God; but, displaced from the temple, displaced from the place where God dwells, 



displaced from the place where they would go to worship and offer sacrifices, there was no point. 

Their worship life was the temple. And now, thousands of miles away, there was nothing that 

they could do. How could God let something like this happen? I thought God was on our side? 

These were questions that the people of ancient Israel asked. These are questions that we still ask 

today. 

 But there was hope. As the people of Israel lived in captivity in Babylon, they heard the 

words of the prophet Isaiah. Words that are familiar to us during the season of Advent, a season 

of hope: 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
LORD’S hand double for all her sins.    
 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.”1 
 
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I 
give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are 
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations 
in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from 
the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and 
to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the 
end of the earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.”2 
 

There are many others. Words of comfort. Words of hope. The promises of God. These are the 

promises of God, spoken by the prophet Isaiah to a people in exile. God has not abandoned them. 

 
1 Is. 40:1-5 (NRSV). 
2 Is. 43:1-7. 



God will deliver them. Words of promise. Words of hope. Words of comfort. And, then, the day 

finally came! Cyrus of Persia invades Babylon. The people are allowed to return home. And, so, 

they set out on the journey. The anticipation and the excitement. The preparations, finally paying 

off. Finally, things will be the way that they should be. A return to their homes. Their land. The 

temple. God will reside again in the temple. And, then, they arrive. Their homes no longer their 

homes. Their land no longer their land. There are other people living there now. The temple 

gone. Their way of life gone. What about the promise? What about the hope? Where is the 

anticipation and the excitement now? The way things could be, the way things should be, were 

replaced with the reality of that which is. 

 And, it is into this reality, the reality of the way things are, the broken reality of the world, 

that the words we hear today from the prophet Isaiah are spoken. A lament from a people long 

ago. A lament from people today. A lament from people of all times and places: 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.3 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down. Now. Here, O God. Tear open the 

heavens and come down. This is the plea of a people who were confronted with the reality of that 

which is. This is our plea, a plea of a people who wait. This is our plea, a people who wait for the 

way things could be. A people who wait for the way things should be. God’s way. We wait. We 

wait for God to tear open the heavens and come down, here, now, into the life of the world—a 

world that is in desperate need of healing. We wait for God to tear open the heavens and come 

down into a world that is fractured by a pandemic. We wait for God to tear open the heavens and 

 
3 Is. 64:1-4. 



come, here, now, into our lives—lives that are broken and empty, waiting to be filled with hope 

for the way things could be...waiting to be filled by a God who promises to fill them with all the 

abundance God promises. 

 And, so, brothers and sisters in Christ, together with the whole world and with all of 

creation, we wait. We wait for the way things could be. We wait, with an expectant mother, for 

the birth of a child. A simple birth of a child. One who is born in a manger in some backwater 

little village in the middle of Israel. An event that it would be easy to miss. But there is 

something different about this child. This child is a child who will be “holy,” one who will be 

called the “Son of God.”4 This is a child of the manger. A child of healing and wholeness and 

forgiveness. A child of the cross. A child of the empty tomb. A child who is the eternal Word, 

the one who tears open the heavens and comes down, not in power, but in the humility of 

childbirth. A child, the eternal Word, who participates in all that it means to be human. A child, 

the eternal Word, who doesn’t come into a reality of the way things could be, or the way things 

should be; but into the reality of that which is—into the reality of a world that is broken and in 

desperate need of healing. This is the one who comes into the world that God so loves. 

 And, so, we wait. And, as we wait, this Advent, I leave you with a question: 

What does it mean, for you, for me, and for the world, that God has torn open the heavens 
and come down, as a human being? 

 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
NICENE CREED 
 
Together with the whole Church, we confess our faith: 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 
4 Lk. 1:35. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
 
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 
peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 
ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and our 
relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 
with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 
welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 
severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 
facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when 
they struggle. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 
healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all 
who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 
your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 
Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
 



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 


