
 
 
 

Attendance for the month of August 

  2019            2020 
 Sunday, August 4:     64                       Sunday, August 2:        33 
 Sunday, August 11:    60                       Sunday, August 9:        30 
 Sunday, August 18:    51                       Sunday, August 18:      30 
 Sunday, August 25:    58                       Sunday, August 23:      19 
 
 

 
 
 
The church office will be closed on Monday, September 7th for Labor Day!  We will   
re-open on Tuesday, September 8th with regular hours. 
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Lutheran World Relief quilts: 
Last year our church donated 27 quilts to Lutheran World Relief. Let’s top that this year.  WE 
CAN DO IT!!!!  Several women have already been working at home and a number of quilts have 
been completed. But we need help to reach our goal.  One step in the process is tying the 
quilts  to hold the top, the batting and the backing in place and that’s one step that any of you 
can do.  One of us will show you how.  
Call Anna at 765-686-4672 or Patty at 765-524-7654 to help, either tying quilts or in other 
ways of help. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since we are having to wear face masks whenever we are in public, it may be nice to have more 
than one mask.  Face masks sewn by Holy Trinity's Dorcas sewers are still available on 

the welcome center at church.   The cloth masks can be washed, dried and reused. The metal 
nose piece can be removed prior to washing then reinserted.  After laundering, the masks may 
look better if you press them.  All of the face masks have an opening in the inside that allows 
you to insert a filter, if you desire.   
If you choose, donations for the masks may be made to the Dorcas Group.   
 
Patty 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Rose Yanos born on July 24, 2020 to Bryan and Natalie Yanos.  Grandparents are 
Gerry and Janice Yanos and great-grandmother is Anna Yanos. 
 
Molly Elizabeth Wenning was born on August 6, 2020 to Mark and Jessica Wenning.  Grand-
parents are Jim and Patty Wenning and great-grandmother is Anna Yanos.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Little Free Pantry Update 
Holy Trinity is still filling the Pantry with non-perishable foods.  Your help is needed in 
providing food for our neighborhood.  We also appreciate cash donations.  Here's a list of ide-
as for your grocery list! 
*canned vegetables, fruits, soups, beef stew, tuna/chicken,  
*boxed macaroni & cheese, instant mashed potatoes,  
*peanut butter & jelly ,  Pancake mix & syrup,  Cereal   
  Food may be dropped off in a crate outside the church door and cash donations may be sent 
to the church office. 
   Thank you! 
Your Evangelism Team 
 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to Trinity Lutheran Church for their     donation again this year of paper tis-
sues to the Back to School Festival.  Because of Covid-19 there was not a specific day for the 
giveaway.  Needy students are getting supplies by appointment. This past Monday plastic 
bags, tissues, paper towels, headsets, hand sanitizer, and earbuds were delivered to the 
schools for their needy.  Trinity Lutheran purchased 500 tissue boxes.  The principals were 
very  appreciative.   They will be   divided into every classroom.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of this project. 
 
Judy Hubbard 
Back to School Festival 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is time to return - to return to church for faith formation!  The Christian education commit-
tee is planning to begin Sunday morning education on September 13, 2020.  Things will be dif-
ferent - different meeting areas, different formats, wearing face masks and using social dis-
tancing.  We are ready to return to our small groups to nurture our faith by reading and study-
ing the Bible together!  Please join us in praying for God's guidance for our education minis-
try!  Watch for more details in the bulletins. 
  
Please pray for and participate in our Christian education kick-off mission project for 2020-
2021 -  Water to Thrive.  Water to Thrive transforms lives in rural Africa by working with 
partners and beneficiaries to bring the blessing of clean, safe water and connecting 
communities in need with supporters who have the heart and spirit to make a difference.   
 
The vision of Water to Thrive is a world where we share generously to provide health and 
hope, through water, to those we serve.   
 
Water to Thrive's first water project was funded in 2008 after a Bible study group at Trium-
phant Love Lutheran Church in Austin, Texas learned about the staggering costs of the global 
water crisis and decided it was necessary to act.  The group decided to see if they could raise 
enough money to fund a couple wells.  After just 90 days, they had collected enough money to 
build 12 wells.  Dick Moeller, a member of the group, was inspired by the success of that 
first campaign.  He realized that if one church group could raise enough money for 12 wells, 
others could do even more.  Motivated by the desire to bring clean, safe water to those who so 
desperately need it, Dick founded Water to Thrive. 
 
You can support our Christian education's mission outreach  project by giving generously to 
the Sunday morning faith formation offering (which will go to this mission project) and by 
making donations earmarked for Water to Thrive. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know! 
Patty 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
I have some homework for us all as we enter month six of the COVID-19 wilderness: read a 
chapter a day of the book of Isaiah. 
 
Why Isaiah? The entirety of the book of Isaiah is rooted in a specific moment in history. In 587 
BCE, the Babylonians overtook Israel, killing many, and taking the remaining people captive 
and deporting them back to Babylon. Known as the Babylonian Exile, it is the defining moment 
that is the backdrop of Isaiah’s narrative, as well as much of the Hebrew scriptures. All of a 
sudden, one day, the lives of the Israelites are turned upside down. Their entire sense of nor-
mal disrupted. The return to normal uncertain. Where? When? How? There were no clear an-
swers to these questions. A return to normal seemed like a far-away dream. A fantasy. They 
were literally and figuratively in the wilderness. 
 
Sound familiar? 
 
Oh, how I long for something that resembles “normal” these days. To see friends and family. To 
write at my favorite coffee shop or go out to eat with friends. To catch a couple of sets and a 
great jazz club. To travel and see the world. To sing in church. To place bread directly in the 
hands of fellow siblings in Christ and look them right in the eyes and say, “This is the body of 
Christ, given for you.” I see pictures of myself doing these things, and it’s like reading a history 
book. Remember eating at restaurants?!? A return to normal seems like a fantasy. It seems like 
we are trapped in unending wilderness. 
 
The book of Isaiah is divided roughly into three parts, each written at a different point in the 
exile experience. Chapters 1-39 were written in the years before the Babylonian captivity, 40-55 
during the exile, and 56-66 post-exile. Spoiler alert: exile did end, but it wasn’t a return to the 
“good old days” (that’s another story for another day). 
 
For this note, dear siblings in Christ, I want to point you (and me) to chapter 40, and the first 
words spoken in the exile wilderness: 
 

3A voice cries out: 
 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all people shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." (Isaiah 40:3-5, NRSV) 

 
The voice stands right in the middle of the wilderness and speaks. God’s word at this time isn’t, 
“See, this is what you get because…” God’s first word to the people in exile is not judgment; it is 
promise. Wilderness is not the absence of God. Far from it. In fact, it is here that God does 
God’s best work. It is here that God’s work begins. 



 
 
 

There is wisdom for Christ’s church in these words of comfort, too. Remember the ELCA’s slo-
gan? “God’s work. Our hands.” And if we are the Church that is Christ’s body in the world, and 
if God’s work happens in and through us, the wilderness is where our work begins, too. 
 
In other words, the COVID-19 wilderness is not the moment where the work of the Church 
comes to stop; it is here that the work of the church begins. It is right here, right at this mo-
mentof a seemingly ending exile of our own that we are called to do our best work. By God’s 
grace, it is where we will do our best work. Not only is it who we are called to be; it is who we 
are. It is our very nature. 
 
Siblings in Christ, the wilderness is a scary place. No doubt about it. So, in these wilderness 
days, carry these words of promise with you, from the time following the Babylonian exile—
words of future promise that light the way through the wilderness: 
 

 17For I am about to create new heavens 
 and a new earth; 
 the former things shall not be remembered 
 or come to mind. 
 18But be glad and rejoice forever 
 in what I am creating; 
 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
 and its people as a delight. 
 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
 and delight in my people; 
 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
 or the cry of distress. 
 20No more shall there be in it 
 an infant that lives but a few days, 
 or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,  
 and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
 21They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
 22They shall not build and another inhabit; 
 they shall not plant and another eat; 
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
 23They shall not labor in vain, 
 or bear children for calamity;  
 for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD —  
 and their descendants as well. 
 24Before they call I will answer, 
 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
 25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
 the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
 but the serpent — its food shall be dust! 
 They shall not hurt or destroy 
 on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD. (Isaiah 65:17-25) 

 
The Rev. Matthew Masko 
August 20, 2020 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council Notes 
July 16, 2020 meeting 
 
 
Present:  Dan Helms, Tom Fisher, Pastor Masko, Lee Ann Kitchell, Mark Wenning, Patty Wen-
ning, Marti Allen, Teresa Gray 
 
 
Absent:  Bethany Phillips, David McAllister 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  Pastor Matt led us in devotions with an article enti-
tled “A growing church is a dying church” (a theological perspective on what a pastor can do to 
grow a congregation).  Pastor then led us in prayer. 
 
Changes to last month’s council meeting notes:  1) It should be noted that when the groups 
such as TOPS and NA use our church to hold their meetings, this will be allowed once Indiana 
reaches stage 5 of opening up due to COVID.  2) Correction is needed to be noted that Teresa 
Gray’s phone had temporarily cut out while she was trying to make a vote.  She went ahead and 
texted Bethany Phillips and proceeded to get back into the meeting.  Motion to approve 
minutes as amended was made by Patty Wenning and seconded by Marti Allen.  Motion car-
ried. 
 
 
No corrections needed for the special meeting minutes. Motion by Tom Fisher , seconded by 
Patty Wenning. 
 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Matt is looking to a longer term online streaming solution, and this 
includes a hybrid meeting that would connect people that are not attending in-house worship 
services.  The goal is to be together any way we can and to get better technology for streaming 
to people who cannot attend in person.  Pastor is on vacation from August 10th  to August 16th. 
 
 
Finance Report:  June giving is down again and is well behind budget.  It was mentioned that 
church members have been using the electronic transfer to deposit their tithing. Discussion 
was made regarding the current multiple memorial funds.  It might be helpful to move those 
funds over to the Endowment Fund to clear those accounts. 
 
 
Christian Education Report:  The committee met via a Zoom call on July 15th.  The committee 
discussed how we could get back together in person as groups such as Bible Study and Sunday 
School.  Meeting outside with social distancing was brought up at that meeting.  There is no 
good answer at this point, but will still be discussed. There was an online VBS held from July 
20th to July 24th. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Property Report:  There have been some birds caught inside the storm windows in Pastor Matt’s 
office.  The windows are in bad shape, so Tom Fisher is going to meet with Taylor Construction to 
see about replacing them.  Lee Ann has gotten quotes from Perdue and MRS for the maintenance 
of the HVAC system. We have used both companies in the past, and either one would be a good 
choice.  Perdue was a little more cost effective.  Dan Helms made a motion to go with Perdue, and 
Teresa Gray seconded it.  Motion carried.  The lease is up on the copier machine at the end of Au-
gust.  Carlos Gray has been speaking with Nancy about her recommendations for a copier and 
had a list of different options for council to view.  Nancy recommends the CANNON IV.  Pastor 
Matt will find out which account the funds will come out of.  Tom Fisher made a motion to go 
with the CANNON IV.  Lee Ann Kitchell seconded it.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Evangelism Report:  Holy Trinity will still provide boxes of tissue for back-to-school.  The goal is 
500 boxes, and we have had $380 donated for the purchase of the tissue boxes.  The generosity 
and donations for the Little Free Food Pantry has been mind-boggling to the committee.  This 
outreach project will continue for the time being.  There is still a nice supply of books for the Lit-
tle Library. 
 
 
Hospitality Report:  There is a card table set up with snacks and goodies for members who want 
to have some fellowship after church.  Anyone may donate as they would like. 
 
 
Worship and Music Report:  The Covid Committee was present to discuss how the guidelines 
were set up and how they were being implemented. Discussion was held on how bulletins were 
being passed out and by whom. Kay Rogers said that if the bulletin was ready earlier in the week 
she would be willing to pass them out on the pews earlier to allow them to sit for a couple of days.  
Discussion was also made about the collection basket and how the counting was being handled.  
We talked about the use of greeters and ushers. For now Marti or others of the Covid 
team will greet to help with passing out of masks and answering questions about the 
Covid Protocols. Ushers will not be used for the time being.  A shout out to Steve Hamilton for 
delivering bulletins to our shut-ins.  Also, a big thank you goes out to Pastor Matt for all the 
things he has done and is doing for Holy Trinity. 
 
 
There is no old or new business to discuss. 
 
 
Devotions for August meeting:  Lee Ann Kitchell 
Building Steward for August:  Lee Ann Kitchell 
Teller for August:  Todd Hiday 
 
 
Lee Ann Kitchell made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Patty Wenning seconded it.  Meet-
ing adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Next council meeting is August 20th.  Pastor Matt led us in the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Ann Kitchell, Church Council Secretary 
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