
Attendance for the month of September 

  2019                            2020 
 Sunday, September 1:    57            Sunday, September 6:     27 
 Sunday, September 8:   50            Sunday, September 13:   28 
 Sunday, September 15:  63            Sunday, September 20:   34 
 Sunday, September 22:  55            Sunday, September 27:    
 Sunday, September 29:  57   
 

 
The busy beaver sewing ladies have completed many quilts this year for 
Wernle Home and Lutheran World Relief, so many that we are short on quilt 
backings. 
 PLEASE, IF YOU HAVE GOOD USED BED SHEETS YOU NO LONGER 
NEED, CONSIDER A DONATION TO A  GOOD CAUSE. 
We also would appreciate help on October 1st and 8th to finish the quilts for 
the October 17th delivery of the LWR quilts. We meet at 9:00, but whenever 
you can help is great. 

            Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

         October 2020 

         htlc2421@sbcglobal.net  
           765-529-2421  

               holytrinitync.org  



 

 
 
Water to Thrive is Holy Trinity Christian edu-
cation committee's new outreach project for 
2020-2021.  Water to Thrive is a not-for-
profit organization that funds making new 
wells for communities that do not have a safe 
water supply in rural east Africa.    
  
In eastern and southern Africa, 243 million 
people lack basic water access (from a clean 
source and under 30 minutes round-
trip).   Children are especially susceptible to 
waterborne diseases from unclean water - di-
arrhea is the second most common cause of 
death for children under the age of 5 in Afri-
ca.  Clean water decreases disease rates by 80 
%. 
  
It takes just $5,000 to fund a water project 
that will support a community of 250-500 
people for up to 20 years. Water to Thrive 
promises that 100% of every dollar donated to 
a water project funds a water project. 
 
All offerings collected during Holy Trinity’s 
faith formation this year will be given to Wa-
ter to Thrive.  Donations can also be made by 
check or using an envelope and designating 
the funds for Water to Thrive  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith formation has returned!  On September 
13, we began meeting in person again!  The for-
mat is different but the goals are the same - help 
all involved to nurture their faith!  We meet at 
9:45  Sunday mornings and have 2 options:  
1.  the adult class that is currently studying 
Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus  
2.  the family/multi-aged group that each week 
focuses on one of the Bible readings from Sun-
day worship.   
The adult group meets outside or in the front of 
the sanctuary and the multi-aged group is meet-
ing in Lutherhall.  As with most activities cur-
rently, face masks and distancing are re-
quired.   Please pray for Holy Trinity's faith for-
mation and consider joining us, if you aren't al-
ready! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 New, reusable, woven cotton face masks contin-
ue to be available at Holy Trinity.  The selection 
changes weekly.  If you choose, donations can 
be made to the Dorcas sewing group.      



A Further Reflection on Forgiveness 

 
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22, NRSV) 

 
As I was looking through my notes this week, I was reminded that I shared this short exchange 
between Peter and Jesus with the church council at our first meeting together after I was called 
as the pastor of Holy Trinity, New Castle. Having preached this text again three years later, I 
was moved by the Holy Spirit to provide one more (for now) reflection on forgiveness. 
 
It could not be clearer or any more difficult for us to hear. As the people of God, we are called 
to forgive not once, not seven times, and not even seventy-seven times. In ancient numerology, 

seven is a number that represents completeness. So, Jesus’ words here are to be understood 

like this: “If you have already forgiven a person many, many, many times, as much as you pos-

sibly can, forgive them once more.” The problem is that forgiveness is not something that 
comes easily. Seven times? Seventy-seven times? For many, including me, forgiving once 
would be a stretch. 
 
I have often wondered why forgiveness is so difficult. After all, there have been many times that 
I have done something wrong, done something that hurt someone, or remained silent when I 
should have spoken. As the offender in the situation, I craved forgiveness. However, this long-
ing for forgiveness is often met only with anger, resentment, chastisement, and with the whole 

“I’m in the right, you’re in the wrong” attitude. We see this all the time—from political dis-

course in our country, to conversations in our churches, to relationships in our families. It is an 
attitude that leads only to hurt feelings, fear, pain, and suffering—for ourselves, those around 
us, and our world. The lack of forgiveness is bad enough. The fear that we will not be forgiven is 
worse yet. 
 

Mohandas Gandhi is quoted as saying, “I like your Christ, but I do not like your Christians. 

They are so unlike your Christ.” Christians do many great things in their communities and 
throughout the world. Christians feed the hungry. Christians clothe the naked. Christians visit 
the sick and the imprisoned. Christians make a difference in so many important ways, and this 
not to be overlooked. However, the central message of the biblical narrative is not about doing; 
it is about forgiving. God forgives. God continually calls the world into a rhythm of repentance 
and forgiveness. So, siblings in Christ, remember: we are called by God into this same rhythm 
with one another as we live together in this community—community that exists not for our own 
sake, but for the sake of the world.  
 
So, I leave you with a question: what would the world look like if we chose, at all times, to 
abundantly forgive? And not just any old forgiveness! What would the world look like if we 

chose, at all times, to abundantly forgive as God forgives us? 
 
The Rev. Matthew Masko 
September 23, 2020 



 
 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 
August 20, 2020 
 
 
Present:  Pastor Masko, Dan Helms, Lee Ann Kitchell, Teresa Gray, Bethany Phillips, Mark 
Wenning, Tom Fisher, Marti Allen, Patty Wenning 
 
 
Absent:  David McAllister 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:36pm 
 
 
Devotions:  Lee Ann shared a short devotion of Ten Simple Rules--How to Pray.  Bethany be-
gan the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 
First of all--Congratulations to Mark and Jessica Wenning on the birth of their precious baby 
girl, Molly! 
 
 
Minutes of July 2020 council meeting were reviewed.  Mark made a motion to approve them, 
and Patty seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor is enjoying being back from vacation.  Max is doing well, and Pastor 
and Megann are adjusting. 
Pastor would like to get with Tom to discuss the soundboard, as there is alot of equipment 
that we do not even use.  We need to do an overhaul and downsizing of equipment that we 
currently have.  Discussion was held about having someone come in to check all the equip-
ment out?  Possibly Chris Wilkey, as he is very familiar with it. 
John Vawrinek recently passed away, and Pastor received a lovely note from his children af-
ter they gave a gift for the church. 
 
 
Financial Report:  Bethany is pleased with the fact that members are still giving offering.  
July’s offering was better than June’s.  The Finance Committee members will be meeting in 
September to discuss the budget. 
 
 
Property Report:  Lee Ann reported that the front door lock was not properly working, and a 
locksmith fixed the door.  The 14th Street door entrance was not working properly, and Tom 
was able to fix it.  The two west storm windows in Pastor’s office are needing to be replaced.  
Tom was able to get an approval from the Foundation to have Taylor Construction give a 
quote for $450.  The two refrigerators in the basement kitchen need to be cleaned out.  Lee 
Ann offered to do that.  Teresa shared information about the downspouts.  She and Carlos 
will work on the downspouts that need attention.  Todd Thalls offered to mow the church 
lawn through the end of August.  Lee Ann and Gabe will take care of mowing for September 
as needed. 
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Christian Ed Report:  Patty reported that we are in an awkward spot right now as to where to 
go with beginning Faith Formation.  The committee has met twice and is not sure how to pro-
ceed.  The committee is planning to meet again and is open to ideas.  Most parents they have 
spoken with prefer to meet in person at this point. 
 
 
Evangelism Report:  Donations of food have trickled down a little bit.  The committee is plan-
ning to use money from their budget that will be used to purchase groceries through the end of 
this year. 
 
 
Hospitality Report:  Bethany thanked Mark for furnishing the snacks for the hospitality table. 
 
 
Worship and Music Report:  Nothing to report at this time, per Teresa. 
 
 
Old Business:  As far as Covid-19 restrictions, Patty shared that Indiana is currently in stage 4.5 
for public places.  NA is wanting to begin meeting again in person.  At what point are we going 
to allow meetings at church?  Do we want to change our church’s stance?  Some ladies are do-
ing Bible Study via Zoom, and some are not comfortable with Zoom.  At this point, we have on-
ly voted on TOPS and NA using our church for their meetings (not other actual church groups.)  
A motion was made regarding allowing meetings to take place:  Groups can meet, one group at 
a time, at least 30 minutes in between, as long as the state of Indiana remains in stage 4.5 or 
better in the Indiana Back on Track plan. 
A second motion amendment was made by Dan:  While adhering to HTLC’s Covid gathering 
guidelines, groups can meet, one group at a time, per meeting space, with at least 30 minutes 
in between, as long as the state of Indiana remains in stage 4.5 or better in the Indiana Back on 
Track plan. 
Patty made a motion to approve the motion as written.  Marti seconded the motion.  Pastor and 
Dan abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
 
New Business:  Pastor asked how he and the members could do a better job of communicating 
during this trying time.  Dan mentioned using a “slack account” to streamline communication.  
He will check this out and will share his findings with the council.  The HTL newsletter has 
been resurrected and will begin being mailed out again.  Nancy can begin sending out bulletins 
to shut-ins via mail if we can come up with a list of people that would benefit. 
 
 
Devotions for Sept:  Dan 
Building Steward for Sept:  Marti 
Teller for Sept:  Joe 
 
 
Lee Ann made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dan seconded the motion.  Meeting ad-
journed at (?, Lee Ann did not write down the time.) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Lee Ann Kitchell, church council secretary 
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NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

11:45AM EST 
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

NEW CASTLE, INDIANA 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
A meeting of the congregation of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church for the purposes of adopting the FY2021 
operating budget will be held on Sunday, November 8, 2020, beginning at 11:45am EST.   All voting mem-
bers of this congregation are strongly urged to attend. 
 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the HTLC council has made provisions to attend this meeting 
both in person and via Zoom. For those who will be attending the meeting in person, please remember 
that COVID protocols remain in effect. Following social distancing guidelines and wearing a face covering 
is expected at all times. 
 
For those of you planning on joining via Zoom, the Zoom invitation is included with this notice. You can 
join this Zoom meeting via computer, tablet, or smartphone. If that is not possible, you can even join the 
meeting via telephone by calling the phone number included below and entering the meeting ID and pass-
word at the prompts. It is super simple. I would be happy to answer any questions and/or provide a tutori-
al to anyone who would like to join in this way. We are also making provisions for those of you  joining via 
Zoom to vote electronically! 
 
Please note that, due to Indiana state laws and restrictions in the HTLC constitution, voting by proxy (mail
-in ballots, having someone else vote for you, etc.) is not allowed. 
 
Finally, the proposed budget for FY2021 is included with this notice. Please take the time to prayerfully 
and carefully consider the budget and how you can contribute to the ongoing ministry of HTLC. 
 
As always, if you have questions, please do not hesitate to call or write. 
 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
 
 
 
Pastor Matt 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Masko is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Congregational Budget Meeting 
Time: Nov 8, 2020 11:45 AM America/Indiana/Indianapolis 
 
Join Zoom Meeting (via computer) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82876995282?pwd=bHJqQU1EVzBxQ2VqTjRHRW1tVlVLQT09 
 
Join Zoom Meeting (via telephone) 
(312)-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 828 7699 5282 
Passcode: 562848 


