
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
New Castle, IN 
October 18, 2020 
Pentecost 20, Lectionary 29A 
 

Introduction to the day 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, 
we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the 
people of God, we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen 
for the life of the world. As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 
pandemic, we remember in prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the 
pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed 
the following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as 
the people of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these 
guidelines and code of conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ—witness that is grounded in the love of God and love of our 
neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note 
that it is extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face 
coverings are worn over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our 
world at this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are 
encouraged to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to 
the Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  



• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 
• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to 

be brought from home 
• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 

 
Code of Conduct 

 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds 
especially after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until 
they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
O God, Our Help in Ages Past—William Croft. Arranged by Cindy Berry. Copyright © 
2006 by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the 
stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 
— Isaac Watts (1674-1748, alt.) 

 
This well-known hymn is an example of doxology, which comes from the Greek 
word doxa, meaning “praise.” Doxology is a form of praise which give thanks to 
God for God’s attributes. God is our help, our hope, our shelter, and our eternal 
home. 
 
Doxology is a common way to open a prayer, and that is the function of this first 
verse of “O God, Our help in Ages Past.” Notice that the first verse ends with a 
colon. After giving praise to God for who God is, you are invited to enter into a 
time of prayer to the one who is our help, hope, shelter, and eternal home. 

 



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 
of the world. 
 
Who presents this child for baptism? 
Sponsors: We present Molly Elizabeth for baptism. 
 
Mark and Jessica, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 
you desire to have Molly baptized into Christ? 
Parents: We do. 
 
As you bring Molly to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that she may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Molly grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: We do. 
 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Molly in the Christian faith as you are empowered 
by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with 
the church? 
Response: We do. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Molly and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 
All: We do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The assembly is invited to stand. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the 
fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our 
dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know 
your peace and truth. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By 
your Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
BAPTISM 
 
Molly Elizabeth, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Sustain Molly with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Molly Elizabeth, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me 
will have the light of life. 
 
 



Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, Dove Divine—H. Percy Smith. Arranged by Cindy Berry. Copyright © 
2006 by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

The liturgy today begins with the sacrament of holy baptism. As Molly returns to 
her place in the assembly, her first act as a baptized child of God is to join in 
worship with the people of God as we gather around word and sacrament. As we 
prayed for the Holy Spirit to descend upon Molly in her baptism, we also pray for 
the Spirit to descend into our midst, and into the midst of the world that God so 
loves. 

 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what 
is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you 
  and level the mountains, 



 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 
 
 1Sing to the Lord| a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. 
 9Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 
[ 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the 
peo- | ples with equity.” 



 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 
  for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth.] 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to 
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers 
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about 
us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 
serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore 



to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your 
Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the 
witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of 
the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up 
devoted stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations 
and communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt 
(especially). Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by 
name. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, 
magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration 
may be known. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of water and word, we give you thanks for claiming us in the waters of baptism. 
Sustain Molly and all the newly baptized by your Spirit, that they may grow in faith 
toward you and love toward the world you so love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 



Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. 
We give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how 
the gifts of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake 
of the mission of this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts 
may be placed in the trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give 
online by going to www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross with In the Cross of Christ I Glory—William Howard 
Doane/Ithamar D. Conkey. Arranged by Cindy Berry. Copyright © 2006 by Alfred 
Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14, 
NRSV). 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.”  
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the 
body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, 
that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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