
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
New Castle, IN 
September 6, 2020 
Pentecost 14, Lectionary 23A 
 

Introduction to the day 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often 
used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We 
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and 
reconciliation. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 



• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 
brought from home 

• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
 

Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
Sing Out, Earth & Skies—Marty Haugen. Arranged by Jeanne Cotter. Copyright © 1990 G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Come, O Justice, come, O Peace: 
come and shape our hearts anew; 
come and make oppression cease: 
bring us all to life in you. 
Sing out, earth and skies! 
Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! 
Dance to the life around you! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Gather Us In—Marty Haugen. Arranged by Jeanne Cotter. Copyright © 1990 G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away— 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
— Marty Haugen, b. 1950 (emphasis added) 
 

GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked 
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, 



As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 
 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the 
work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our 
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, 
judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair 
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us 
with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how the gifts 
of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake of the mission of 
this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in the 
trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give online by going to 
www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
Let Us Break Bread Together—African American Spiritual, arranged by Marilynn Ham. 
Arrangement © 2004 Lillenas Publishing Company (SESAC). All rights reserved. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, 
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 



shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.”  
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Improvisation on AR HYD Y NOS—Miller/Shields/Masko 
 

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
— Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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