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In our prayers…                                     

 
For healing: 
 

Becky Hiday (Todd and Melissa Hiday’s daughter-in-law) 

Marilyn Riley (Ginny Hess’ mother) 
Teresa Sans (staff member at Alicia Esham’s home) 
Darlene Norris-Phillips (Dee Helms’ mother) 
Delene Isenberg (Nancy Isenberg’s mother) 
Steve Esham (Alicia Esham’s dad) 
Erin Kitchell 
Carl Wheeler (Jackie Manthei’s cousin) 
Kandi Mitchell 
Sharon Blattner (Alicia Esham’s roommate’s mother) 
Matt and Lovelyn Palm 
Neala Driscoll (daughter of friends of the Maskos) 
Mary Jean Kaufman 
Veronica Gordon (Joe Allen’s sister) 
 
In resurrection hope: 
 
The family and friends of Judy Jolley (Norma Meyer’s sister) 
 
For those dealing with natural disasters: 
 
Jay McGrew (Kay Roger’s nephew), and his wife Sara; children Isaac, 
Isabel, and Elijah (Oregon wildfires) 
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W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

O N  T H I S  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Introduction to the day 

 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals sur-
prises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim 
the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new 
life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the 
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and 
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
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Water to Thrive is Holy Trinity Christian education committee's new 
outreach project for 2020-2021.  Water to Thrive is a not-for-profit or-
ganization that funds making new wells for communities that do not 
have a safe water supply in rural east Africa.    
  
In eastern and southern Africa, 243 million people lack basic water ac-
cess (from a clean source and under 30 minutes roundtrip).   Children 
are especially susceptible to waterborne diseases from unclean water - 
diarrhea is the second most common cause of death for children under 
the age of 5 in Africa.  Clean water decreases disease rates by 80 %. 
  
It takes just $5,000 to fund a water project that will support a commu-
nity of 250-500 people for up to 20 years. Water to Thrive promises 
that 100% of every dollar donated to a water project funds a water pro-
ject. 
  
All offerings collected during Holy Trinity’s faith formation this year will 
be given to Water to Thrive.  Donations can also be made by check or 
using an envelope and designating the funds for Water to Thrive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The busy beaver sewing ladies have completed many quilts this year for 
Wernle Home and Lutheran World Relief, so many that we are short on 
quilt backings. 
 PLEASE, IF YOU HAVE GOOD USED BED SHEETS YOU NO LONG-
ER NEED, CONSIDER A DONATION TO A  GOOD CAUSE. 
We also would appreciate help on October 1st and 8th to finish the quilts 
for the October 17th delivery of the LWR quilts. We meet at 9:00, but 
whenever you can help is great. 
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New, reusable, woven cotton face masks continue to be available at Holy 
Trinity.  The selection changes weekly.  If you choose, donations can be 
made to the Dorcas sewing group.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Little Free Pantry Update 
 
Holy Trinity is still filling the Pantry with non-perishable foods.  Your 
help is needed in providing food for our neighborhood.  We also appreci-
ate cash donations.  Here's a list of ideas for your grocery list! 
 
*canned vegetables, fruits, soups, beef stew, tuna/chicken 
*boxed macaroni & cheese, instant mashed potatoes 
*peanut butter & jelly ,  Pancake mix & syrup,  Cereal   
   
Food may be dropped off in a crate outside the church door and cash  
donations may be sent to the church office. 
   Thank you! 
Your Evangelism Team 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Guidelines for In-person Worship 
 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS 

loving your neighbor. 
 
 All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying 

health risk, are encouraged to view worship online from home 
 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the    

Narthex, the steps to the Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the 
restrooms. 

 Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during   
worship 

 Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
 
 

 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacra-
ment as the people of God, we gather to bear communal witness to Je-
sus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. As the world 
continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we re-
member in prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the 
pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
council has passed the following guidelines and code of conduct that 
will frame our gathering for worship as the people of God. As we gath-
er for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and 
code of conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ—witness that is grounded in the love of God and 
love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particu-
lar, please note that it is extremely important that we follow social dis-
tancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn over your nose 
and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this im-
portant witness in our world at this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
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 Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to 

the sanctuary 
 Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
 Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 
 Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for chil-

dren need to be brought from home 
 Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or run-
ning a fever. 
 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

 
Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 

seconds especially after you have been in a public place, or after           
   blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer 
    that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of you hands 
    and rub them together until they feel dry. 

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  
 
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue 
in the trash. 
 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around 
others: 
-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
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SERVING TODAY 

Acolyte/Crucifer   
Ushers     
Altar Guild    Lindsey Wilkey, Marti Allen and  
                                                      Leesa Olsen 
Building Steward  Marti Allen 
Teller    Joe Allen 
Lector    Todd Hiday 
 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

Sunday  09/27   9:45 a.m.  Faith Formation 
    10:30 a.m.  Worship with  
       Communion 
 
Monday 09/28  7:00 p.m.  Women’s Bible Study  
 
         
Sunday 10/04   9:45 a.m.  Faith Formation 
    10:30 a.m.  Worship with  
       Communion 
 

 
Next week’s readings are: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; 
Philippians 3:4b-114; Matthew 21:33-46, 
 

Attendance Last week:  34 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Please remain standing as you are able. 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining 
us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us 
to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise 
and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

BLESSING 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

L  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Liturgical content is from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. The above liturgy and music is 
reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS003428 and ONE LICENSE #A-735487. 
. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

 

prelude 
 

We Bow Down—Words and Music by Twila Paris. Arranged by Mark 
Hayes. © Copyright 1982 Singspiration Music (a division of Brentwood-
Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). All Rights Reserved. 
 

You are Lord of creation 
and Lord of my life, 
Lord of the land and the sea. 
You were Lord of the heavens 
before there was time, 
Lord of all lords You will be. 

 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-
ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spir-
it, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 

Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.” 
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 

 

MUSIC MEDITATION 
 

Think About His Love—Walt Harrah. Arranged by Mark Hayes. © 1987 
Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Think about his love, 
Think about his goodness. 
Think about his grace 
That brought us through. 
 
—Don Moen 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be thy name, 
      thy kingdom come, 
      thy will be done, 
              on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
         and the power, and the glory, 
         forever and ever. Amen. 7  

MUSIC MEDITATION 

 
I Need Thee Every Hour—Lloyd Larson. Based on NEED by Robert 
Lowry. © 1999 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of the Lorenz 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

I need thee ev’ry hour, 
in joy or pain. 
Come quickly and abide, 
or life is vain. 
I need thee, oh, I need thee; 
ev’ry hour I need thee! 
Oh, bless me now, my Savior; 
I come to thee! 
 
—Annie S. Hawks (1835-1918) 

 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L Let us pray.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the 
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child 
is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
 
25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Isra-
el: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 
30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgres-
sions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, 
and live. 
 
The reading concludes: 
  

L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Offertory 

 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayer-
fully consider how the gifts of our very selves, our time, and our finan-
cial resources can be given for sake of the mission of this congregation 
and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in 
the trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give 
online by going to www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button 
labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
 
Change My Heart, Oh God—Words and Music by Eddie Espinosa. Ar-
ranged by Mark Hayes. © Copyright 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing 
(administered by Music Services). All Rights Reserved. 
 

You are the potter; 
I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, 
this is what I pray. 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory 
through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 

http://www.holytrinitync.org
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need. 
 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind 
of Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with 
humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and 
keep your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and 
damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts 
and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change 
our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, 
mind, or spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or ne-
glected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of 
others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in 
our community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neigh-
bors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collec-
tors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their 
witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 
mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Psalm 25:1-9 
 

The Psalm will be read responsively. 
 
 1To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths. 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the 
day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of 
your good- | ness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 



10  

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, ena-
bling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
 
The reading concludes: 
 

L Word of God, word of life 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Please stand, as you are able, for the reading of the gospel. 
 

P  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to 
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you 
not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 
 
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but 
later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of 
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.” 
 
 

P  The gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
 

SERMON 


