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It has been a long time since we have been able to meet for Sunday morning 
Faith Formation classes!  Holy Trinity's Christian education committee is 
hoping that we will be able to resume classes this fall.  But at this point we are 
having to wait to see what is possible due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Our 
committee met recently and discussed meeting in person but keeping safe dis-
tances apart, meeting outside, zoom classes and at home education with the 
help of on-line videos.  Christian ed. plans to meet again in early August to 
make further plans.  If you have ideas or suggestions to assist us in being able 
to meet, please talk to a committee member (Steve H., Karen Y., Patty W. and 
Pastor Matt).  We hope to be able to do our Rally Day on September 13, 
2020.   



ATTENDANCE FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 
 
July 7. 2019   93                         July 5, 2020   25 
July 14, 2019   52                               July 12, 2020   24 
July 21, 2019   53                                     July 19, 2020   30 
July 28, 2019   69    July 26, 2020                                                               
                             
 
 
 
 

In our prayers… 

 
For healing: 
 

Angie Libby (Linda Maher’s friend) 

Becky Hiday (Todd and Melissa Hiday’s daughter-in-law) 

Marilyn Riley (Ginny Hess’ mother) 
Teresa Sans (staff member at Alicia Esham’s home) 
Phyllis Davidson (Carol McQueeny’s aunt) 
Darlene Norris-Phillips (Dee Helms’ mother) 
Delene Isenberg (Nancy Isenberg’s mother) 
Steve Esham (Alicia Esham’s dad) 
Kathy Lodge 
Erin Kitchell 
Carol and Jim (Nancy Fisher’s friends) 
Ruthann Milliken 
Carl Wheeler (Jackie Manthei’s cousin) 
Polly Hill (Vicki Noel’s daughter) 
Lainey Milliken 
Kandi Mitchell 
Sharon Blattner (Alicia Esham’s roommate’s mother) 
David and Doris Mettert 
Matt and Lovelyn Palm 
 
In resurrection hope: 
 
The family and friends of John Vawrinek 
 
 
 

 
Doras Circle is again planning a church wide quilt project to make quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief,to be completed by early  October.  
Lots of help is needed, lots of tasks to do, and all of you are capable 
of doing at least one step in the creation of a warm quilt, a quilt for some-
one in need. 
A schedule of workshops will be announced soon.  If you have any ques-
tions about dates, or anything about the project, call Anna Yanos at 765-
686-4672,or Patty Wenning at 765-524-7654. 

 



Here is a photo of all the lap robes that the Dorcas sewers sewed this winter and spring.    

 
Here is a photo  of the 25 quilts that the Dorcas group sewed for Wernle.  Chris Parker (From 
Wernle) picked up the 25 quilts on Thursday.  The Dorcas group hasn’t been able to meet as a 
group but much work has been going on by sewers at home!  



Prayer Chain Updates 
 

The time has come to update our information about people requesting 
our prayers.  If there has been no information received in the past  
month or so, regarding the status of anyone you have placed on the 
Prayer Chain, please send me an update (call or email) their status.  A 
short yes or no. With a yes answer, a short update will be fine.  
 

If I do not hear from you, the name will be removed.  Please know that 
you can place them back on the list at any time. 
 

Thanks for your help.  In all this COVID-19 business, we need to keep 
in touch. 
 

Communications at Holy Trinity 
 

We are very grateful for both our “on line” and “in person” Church ser-
vices.  I can’t imagine trying to keep in touch during a time like this, in 
the past without the Internet. 
 

However, there are a few of our members who do not have internet or 
smart phones and are unable to keep up with what is going on at Holy 
Trinity.  Please, if you know of anyone needing “hard copies” of Pas-
tor’s sermons or the bulletin, or current projects, please let me, Pastor 
or Nancy know.  I would be glad to see that they get the copies needed.  
Steve is also very good at that. 
 

Thanks and Blessings, 
Lois 



 
 

 
 
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…What?!? 
(adopted from a sermon for Time after Pentecost, Lectionary 17A) 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like… 
 
A mustard seed.Yeast.A hidden treasure.A merchant in search of fine pearls.A net thrown in-
to the sea that catches fish of every kind. 
 
Jesus gives us some rapid-fire, comparisons of the kingdom of heaven, in parable form, in the 
13th chapter of Matthew’s gospel. If you want to know what the kingdom of heaven is all 
about, look no further than the analogies that Jesus gives here. 
 
Before you go any further, remember one important thing: the kingdom of heaven has noth-
ing to do with what we might consider “heaven” or a place that one might go to in life after 
death. The kingdom of heaven is a direct reference to God’s sustaining rule. It gives us a 
glimpse of what the world operates like according to God. The kingdom of heaven is God’s 
vision, God’s purpose, God’s will, for the entirety of creation. 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” (Matthew 13:31-32, NRSV) 

 
At first glance, this parable stirs up an image of great comfort. Here is this little mustard seed. 
The smallest of all seeds. The underdog. Who doesn’t like to cheer for the underdog? Who 
hasn’t felt as small and insignificant as this tiny, tiny little seeds? And yet, this seed grows in-
to this magnificent shrub, so great that other creatures turn to it for refuge. What a great im-
age! God, taking something that is almost hidden from our eyes, and turning it into a place of 
great shelter and refuge, where we all live together, hold hands, and sing “Kum Ba Ya.” This is 
the kingdom of heaven that I want to see here. 
 
But is this the kingdom of heaven that God gives us? 
 
I like mustard as much as the next guy. I like mulberries. I like zucchini. What do these three 
things have in common? Useful, yes. But, if you plant one tiny little seed, they completely and 
utterly take over everything! In essence, even though they are useful plants, they really are a 
weed if planted in the wrong place. Like, let’s say, in the middle of your field. No farmer, any-
where, would purposely plant a mustard seed in the middle of his or her field. It would take 
over everything. Choke out all the stuff that you intended to grow.  
 
Well, this weed of a plant that is the mustard plant, even though it is going to grow into this 
gigantic shrub (a tree even!), and choke out all the stuff that you intended to grow, at least it 
will make a nice shelter for all the cute birdies that are going to stop by. This, again, is a nui-
sance of a thing. Has anyone ever had an entire flock of Canada geese congregate in their 
yard? They create a gigantic mess, of epic proportions! The last time that birds appeared in 
Matthew’s gospel, they were the ones that were walking around and eating all of the good 
seed. And, don’t forget all the bugs and worms and creepy crawly things that birds bring with 
them. Plus, these birds are not just stopping by the mustard plant. They are building nests. 
They are here to stay. 
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So, to summarize the parable in my own words: 
 

The kingdom of heaven is like a tiny little seed that gets planted into your field or yard. 
It is going to grow into a giant weed that you don’t want and is going to kill everything 
that you intended to grow. It is going to get gigantic, and it is going to attract all sorts of 
unwanted creatures that are going to build a home there and will never leave. 

 
Now, let’s put the two interpretations side by side: 
 

Here is this little mustard seed. The smallest of all seeds. The underdog. Who doesn’t 
like to cheer for the underdog? Who hasn’t felt as small and insignificant as this tiny, 
tiny little seed? And yet, this seed grows into this magnificent shrub, so great that other 
creatures turn to it for refuge. What a great image! God, taking something that is almost 
hidden from our eyes, and turning it into a place of great shelter and refuge, where we 
all live together, hold hands, and sing “Kum Ba Ya.” 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a tiny little seed that gets planted intoyour field or yard. 
It is going to grow into a giant weed that you don’t want and is going to kill everything 
that you intended to grow. It is going to get gigantic, and it is going to attract all sorts of 
unwanted creatures that are going to build a home there and will never leave. 

 
The first interpretation is largely positive, and the second, I would guess, leaves you with bad 
taste in your mouth. Yet, the parable of the unwanted weed that kills everything that you want 
to plant and that attracts unwanted creatures that never leave is the good news! This is what 
the kingdom of heaven is all about! 
 
The good news always makes the comfortable uncomfortable and the uncomfortable comfort-
ed. The kingdom of heaven is all about taking that which is unwanted in the eyes of the world 
and transforming it into something we can’t even begin to imagine or comprehend. The king-
dom of heaven is all about attracting undesirable creatures and giving them shelter in a place 
where they will never want to leave. And lest we forget, the undesirable creatures are not just 
“those people” out there. They aren’t “those people” with whom we don’t agree. Or see eye to 
eye. Or, frankly, don’t even want here. Those undesirable creatures include you. And me. This 
is the good news. This is the gospel. This is the kingdom of heaven—a reign in which lifeand 
justicearen’t just talked about as a great idea, or a great idea for some; but a reign in which for-
giveness, healing, wholeness, and life are a reality.  
 
For all. 
 
 
The Rev. Matthew Masko 
July 22, 2020 



Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                   
Church Council Meeting 
Thurs, June 18, 2020 
 
 
Present:  Pastor Masko, Teresa Gray, Dan Helms, Lee Ann Kitchell, Patty Wenning, Bethany 
Phillips, Mark Wenning, Marti Allen 
 
 
Absent:  Tom Fisher, David McAllister 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Bethany Phillips at 6:35pm 
 
 
Devotions were led by Bethany Phillips--Prodigal Son 
 
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Matt is very thankful for the 2 weeks of rest and renewal.  It was great to be back at 
worship in the church as of June 14th.  Pastor wants to remind everyone that Table Talk is on 
Tuesdays at 7pm, and Bible Study is taking place on Wednesdays at 7pm.  All are welcome.  
Decisions will need to be made about the fall season of Christian Ed and choir.  There will be a 
SCROLL beginning with the month of July.  Any information and articles need to be turned in 
the Nancy by the 20th of the month.  Please continue to share HTL services on Facebook and 
other social media. 
 
 
Financial Report:  Bethany Phillips is very encouraged since giving is still faithful, even 
through the Covid situation.  Our Year-to-date is better today than at this point last year. 
 
 
Christian Education Report:  Looking ahead to the fall…..this is all new territory for us.  Chris-
tian Ed committee is anxious to begin meeting with the Methodist Church about future VBS, 
but this has not taken place yet.  Discussions will be taking place. 
 
 
Evangelism Report:  The Little Free Food Pantry is going well.  There have been lots of dona-
tions.  Marti Allen is unsure of how long this outreach will take place. 
 
 
Hospitality Report:  Mark Wenning offered to put together a small table with pre-packaged 
snacks for members to have some social distance fellowship after worship.  This is a good tran-
sition step. 
 
 
Worship and Music Report:  Teresa Gray likes the idea of the new microphone.  The W&M 
committee has not had a recent meeting at this point.  Pastor Matt has had good feedback and 
positive comments on how safely the communion was passed out by the COVID team. 
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Property Report:  Carlos will share information for the copy machine at the July council meet-
ing.  Lee Ann is gathering information for fall/spring maintenance for the AC/heating units. 
 
 
New Business:  Teresa Gray brought up that there have been a couple of recent incidents that 
have taken place outside of the church.  We all need to be diligent of keeping an eye on our 
church during the week and being aware of any suspicious activities we might witness.   Dis-
cussion was made about TOPS and NA.  They are eager to begin their meetings again.  We do 
need to make sure that when we do open the church back up to these groups that they are will-
ing to take on the responsibility of cleaning the areas that they use (Hobby Library and Luther 
Hall).  Both of these groups have met on the same weeknight, and there is only approximately 
30 minutes in between meetings for them to thoroughly clean.  Pastor Matt will make contact 
to see if they are willing to switch nights, in order to avoid this problem.  Mark Wenning made 
the motion that if these two groups are willing to follow our guidelines established by the 
COVID committee, they may begin meeting again.  Marti Allen seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.  (Teresa Gray had already exited the meeting when voted--Dan Helms abstained from 
the vote. 
 
 
 
Building Steward July:  Marti Allen 
Devotions for July meeting:  Pastor Matt 
Teller for July:  Joe Allen 
 
 
Next meeting:  Thursday, July 16. 
 
 
Dan Helms made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mark Wenning seconded the motion.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:13pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Ann Kitchell, Council secretary 



Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Special Meeting 
June 25, 2020 
 
 
Present:  Pastor Masko, Bethany Phillips, Dan Helms, Lee Ann Kitchell, Patty Wenning, Tere-
sa Gray, Marti Allen, Tom Fisher 
 
Absent:  David McAllister 
 
 
Meeting called to order by Bethany Phillips at 6:36pm. 
 
Prayer offered by Bethany Phillips 
 
 
Regarding the recent discussions about wearing face masks during in-house worship, a spe-
cial meeting was called to vote upon the motion that council member Dan Helms has put 
forth: 
 
 
Anyone who attends an in-person worship service, or any other HTLC function, and is made 
to feel that being there is putting his/her health at risk due to one or more other attendees 
choosing to ignore the health and safety recommendations that have been enacted due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, is encouraged to leave the service or function. This courtesy is extended 
to all who freely attend a function at our church, which includes the pastor of the church. For 
the sake of his health, safety, and peace of mind, consent is likewise granted to him to leave 
any event due to the circumstances herein described. Furthermore, should the pastor find it 
necessary to make this choice, no punitive consequences will result from it. 
 
 
After much discussion was held regarding the motion made, a private ballot was used for the 
vote.  The motion passed, as written above. 
 
 
Mark Wenning made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Marti Allen seconded the motion.  
Motion passed. 
 
 
Bethany Phillips led us in the Lord’s Prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lee Ann Kitchell--Council Secretary 



John Vawrinek 

 

John Vawrinek, 96, formerly of New Castle, IN passed away July 15th in 

Fort Wayne, IN. He is survived by his daughter, Carol  (Bob) Kirsch, in 

Ligonier, IN and a son, Jeff (Lisa Bork), in Dallas, TX; five grandchil-

dren, Brian, Scott, and David Kirsch, along with Matthew and Jack 

Vawrinek; and eight great-grandchildren. In addition, John leaves be-

hind his dear friend, Betty Goble. He was preceded in death by his 

wives, Hannelore (1953- 1993), and Marjorie (2000-2005) as well as his 

two brothers and sisters. 

John was born in Webster, South Dakota. He served in the Army during WW II in the 

European Theater where he was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and a Purple Heart. 

After the war, he graduated from the South Dakota School of Mines & Technology. He 

joined his brother as a block mason in Florida before moving to Highland, IN. where he 

commenced his career as an engineer. In 1965, John and his family moved to New Cas-

tle where he worked as an industrial engineer at Modernfold Industries until his retire-

ment. He was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. He was involved with Toast-

masters, Junior Achievement, and band boosters. He loved gardening, learning, and 

most of all, his family. He was known for his sense of humor and kind spirit. He will be 

missed by his family and friends. 

Graveside services at South Mound Cemetery will be held at a later date. Memorials 

may be donated to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church at 535 S. 14th St., New Castle, or the 

Henry County Humane Society, 11 Midway Dr., New Castle. FairHaven Funeral Home 

and Cremation Services is handling arrangements. 

 

 
John Vawrinek passed away on Wednesday, July 15, 2020 in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  
Graveside services at South Mound Cemetery will be held at a later date.  He is sur-
vived by his two children, Carol Kirsch and Jeff Vawrinek and their families.  Their 
addresses are as follows: 
 
Carol and Bob Kirsch    Jeff and Lisa Vawrinek  
601 Stones Hill Road    6731 Stephani Drive 
Ligonier, IN  46767    Dallas, TX  75225 
 
Please keep the family in your prayers. 


