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July 19, 2020 
Pentecost 7, Lectionary 16A 
 

Introduction to the day 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day 
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat 
within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go 
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 



• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 
brought from home 

• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
 

Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
Oh, Sing to the Lord a New Song—John Leavitt. Copyright © 1997 John Leavitt. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not 
one. (Isaiah 44:8, NRSV. 1st reading, Time after Pentecost, Lectionary 16A) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name—GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774/arr. 
Sandra Eithun. © 2009 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of the Lorenz Corportation. All rights 
reserved. 
 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. (Isaiah 44:6, NRSV. 1st 
reading, Time after Pentecost, Lectionary 16A) 

 
 
 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 



adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children 
of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 
God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help 
your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, 
that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new 
birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the 
bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the 
human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, 
and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our 
hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who 
suffer in any way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new 
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the 
rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We 
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us 
with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how the gifts 
of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake of the mission of 
this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in the 
trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give online by going to 
www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service—BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, 1844/arr. 
John Leavitt. Arrangement copyright © 2000 John Leavitt. All rights reserved. 
 

Still your children wander homeless; 
still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power 
to our world to make it whole. 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.” 
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Meditation—Michael Fischer. Copyright © 2000 by Lillenas Publishing Company (SESAC). All 
rights reserved.  
 

I have always been drawn to art music. To put it simply, art music is music that is written 
for the sake of the music. The titles are generic, and there is no accompanying text. 
Without any preconceived notions, the listener is drawn into the piece of music and 
encounters it right in that very moment. In other words, the only thing that you bring to 
the listening encounter with the music is your very self. It is a wonderful metaphor in 
thinking about our encounter with God as we are prodded (willingly and unwillingly) by 
the Spirit. We encounter God as our very selves and are transformed by the Spirit in that 
moment of encounter—a small seed that is an essential part of the Spirit’s fruit. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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