
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
New Castle, IN 
July 12, 2020 
Pentecost 6, Lectionary 15A 
 

Introduction to the day 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 
• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 

brought from home 



• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
We Bow Down—Twila Paris/arr. Mark Hayes. © Copyright 1982 Singspiration Music (a 
division of Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.). All rights reserved. 
 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! (Psalm 95:6, NRSV) 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Change My Heart, Oh God—Words and Music by Eddie Espinosa/arr. Mark Hayes. © 
Copyright 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (administered by Music Services). All rights 
reserved. 
 

This song serves as a bridge between our gospel text from last week to the lessons we 
will hear in worship today. Jesus calls us to repent, or literally in the Greek, to change 
one’s mind. In this light, during this time, we pray for God to change our hearts—our 
whole way of being and living in this world. 

 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind 
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 



was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and 
newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 
praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 
stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We 
pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting 
peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially). For those who are doubting, renew faith. 
For those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For 
those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, 
that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and 
deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how the gifts 
of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake of the mission of 
this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in the 
trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give online by going to 
www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
We Are an Offering—Words and Music by Dwight Liles/arr. Mark Hayes. © Copyright 1984 
Word Music, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

What comes to mind when we come to this point in worship? As a child, the offering was 
the time where checks were frantically written, brass plates passed, and the sound of 
change clanked in the plates from children. The offertory is situated right after the 
hearing of God’s word and right before we receive the Eucharist for a distinct liturgical 
purpose—it is a moment for pause. For prayer. To contemplate what we just heard 
proclaimed. What we heard and spoke in prayer. To ponder the great mystery of God’s 
great love for us in Jesus Christ. To take a deep breath and remind ourselves—we, 
ourselves, are an offering. Our money, our talents, our time, our hopes, our dreams, 
everything that makes you, you. And everything that makes us, us. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.” 
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with 
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, 
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
Beloved, God’s Chosen—Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, Music: Robert A. Hobby, Arrangement: 
Anne Krentz Organ. Copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

I cannot think of a better text and a more wonderful tune to send us out into mission for 
Jesus’ sake during these times. Set to a beautiful tune written by friend of HTLC, Robert 
Hobby, Susan Palo Cherwien paraphrases Colossians 3:12-14: 
 

Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment 
compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment 
that binds into one ev’ry dissonant part. 
 

Let it be so. 
 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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