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Introduction to the day 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power 
of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold 
water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 
• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 

brought from home 



 

• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WORSHIP MEDITATION 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the Lord; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May 
the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this 
place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to 
this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 
 
15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do 
you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 
one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 
having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves 
to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness for sanctification. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did 
you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is 
death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get 
is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
 
Please stand, as you are able, for the reading of the gospel. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 
person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our 
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of praise. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire 
us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



 

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act 
with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one 
another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or 
abandoned (especially). Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of 
all who call upon you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your 
mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more 
faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and 
renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how the gifts 
of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake of the mission of 
this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in the 
trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give online by going to 
www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen.  
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.” 
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Please remain standing, as you are able. 
 
God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 


