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June 21, 2020 
Pentecost 3/Lectionary 12A 
 

Introduction to the day 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of 
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words 
may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our 
heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and 
love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are 
sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus! As we gather around word and sacrament as the people of God, 
we gather to bear communal witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world. 
As the world continues to be in the grip of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we remember in 
prayer those who are sick and those on the frontlines of the pandemic who care for the sick. 
 
As part of our communal witness, the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church council has passed the 
following guidelines and code of conduct that will frame our gathering for worship as the people 
of God. As we gather for worship this day, our actions in relation to these guidelines and code of 
conduct are an important part of this communal witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ—witness 
that is grounded in the love of God and love of our neighbor.  
 
Please take time before worship to review these guidelines. In particular, please note that it is 
extremely important that we follow social distancing guidelines and that face coverings are worn 
over your nose and mouth at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today, and for bearing this important witness in our world at 
this time, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Guidelines for In-person Worship 

 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The following of these guidelines during our in-person gathering IS loving your neighbor. 
 

• All individuals over the age of 65 or who have an underlying health risk, are encouraged 
to view worship online from home 

• 6' of personal space will be expected in the entrance, the Narthex, the steps to the 
Sanctuary, on the pews, and in the restrooms. 

• Masks will be worn by adults while in the church and during worship 
• Bulletins will be placed directly on the pews 
• Offering will be placed in the plates that will be set by the doors to the sanctuary 
• Posters will be placed as reminders of personal hygiene practices  
• Restroom doors will remain open, water fountain will be closed 



• Children should remain with an adult at all times; materials for children need to be 
brought from home 

• Dismissal will be directed by the Pastor 
 

Code of Conduct 
Do not attend church activities when you are feeling ill or running a fever. 
Avoid close contact with non-family members: 

-Maintain 6 feet distance from non-family members. 
-Do not shake hands or touch non-family members. 

Wash your hands:   
-Wash your hands often with soap and water.  Wash for at least 20 seconds especially 
after you have been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 
-If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry. 
-Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands.  

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others: 

-Wear cloth face mask when indoors and other people are present.   
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
Festival Offering on Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow—TALLIS CANON/arr. Laura 
E. Wasson. From A Piano Tapestry by Laura E. Wasson, code 11-10812. Copyright © 1997 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

For those of you who have attended church for many, many years, it will not take long 
for you to recognize this hymn tune. Known by many names (Tallis Canon, Old One 
Hundredth), it is most commonly called “The Doxology.” Doxology has its root in the 
Greek word doxa which means “glory.” Doxology is praising God—not for what God 
does; but, rather, for who God is. Doxology is praising God for God’s attributes. God is 
healing, wholeness, forgiveness, and abundant life—for you, for me, and for the world. A 
fitting place to begin today’s liturgy! 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING OF FATHERS 
 
God of all creation, 
pour out your blessing on all fathers 
and those who provide fatherly care. 
You have made them in your image 
and given them children to love and care for in your name. 



Bless them with a heart like your heart: 
discerning and thoughtful, bold and decisive, 
compassionate and loving. 
As they model for their children 
the life that is lived by faith and not by sight, 
grant them courage under pressure 
and confidence in your power. 
When troubles threaten to overwhelm them, 
grant them your coping calm. 
When doubts give rise to anxiety, 
shore up their trust in your promises. 
When joy fills their days, 
grant them a keen gratitude for your abundant supply of grace. 
Season them with a lively sense of humor, Lord, 
for it will make life richer for us all. 
In all circumstances preserve them as your own. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF MASKS 
 
We bless you and praise you, Lord Christ, for commanding us to love one another. Let these 
masks be a sign of your love, and let our lives be filled with love for our neighbors.  
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Please remain seated for the confession and forgiveness. All may make the sign of the cross, in 
remembrance of their baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are  
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 



again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
You are invited to spend this time in prayer and contemplation. 
 
Impromptu on Abide with Us, Our Savior—Christus, der ist mein Leben/arr. Laura E. Wasson. 
From A Piano Tapestry by Laura E. Wasson, code 11-10812. Copyright © 1997 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

As God’s beloved who receive the gift of forgiveness in Jesus’ name, we take a moment 
to implore God, from the deepest parts of our being, to abide. In us. In this gathering of 
God’s people. In this world.  
 
[Jesus said]: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5, NRSV) 

 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight 
and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 7O Lord, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 
 8For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the Lord has become for me 
  a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9If I say, “I will not mention him, 
  or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, 
  and I cannot. 
 10For I hear many whispering: 
  “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends 
  are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against him, 
  and take our revenge on him.” 
 11But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, 
  for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor 
  will never be forgotten. 
 12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, 
  you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 
 
 
 



 
 13Sing to the Lord; 
  praise the Lord! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
 
A reading from Romans. 
 
1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who 
died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. 
 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So 
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39 
 
Please stand, as you are able, for the reading of the gospel. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they 
have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! 
 
26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing 
secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows 



sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even 
the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 
 
32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven. 
 
 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword. 
 35For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will find it.” 
 
Please be seated. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts and 
unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our baptismal 
unity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places where our 
land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long (local environmental concerns may be prayed 
for). Direct the work of all who care for birds and their habitats. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world 
(especially). Revive and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants 
while their homelands struggle for peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who speak 
your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who they are. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and father figures 
who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and all for whom 
this day is difficult. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks for those 
who have died, increase our care for one another until we walk with them in newness of life. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation as we prayerfully consider how the gifts 
of our very selves, our time, and our financial resources can be given for sake of the mission of 
this congregation and the larger Church. Your offering of financial gifts may be placed in the 
trays just outside the entrance of the sanctuary. You may also give online by going to 
www.holytrinitync.org and clicking on the button labeled “GIVE.” 
 
During this time, communion kits will be distributed. 
 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross—O WALY WALY/arr. Larry Shackley. From Hymns for a 
Jazzy Sunday Morning, arranged by Larry Shackley. Copyright © 2004 by Alfred Publishing 
Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Our gospel text for today begs us to consider the cross of Christ, and what it might mean 
for us to take up the cross and follow Jesus. In the contemplation of Christ’s cross, we 
cannot avoid considering what happens when truth (“I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” — John 14:6) is spoken to power (in Jesus’ case, both political and religious 
powers). As disciples of Christ, we are compelled by Christ’s cross to consider what 
“speaking truth to power” means for us—as individuals, as this congregation, and as the 
Church. Speaking truth to those in power is only a part of the equation. We are also 
implored to recognize ways in which we hold power and privilege in our particular 
contexts and recognize our sacred duty to holy listening when the truth is spoken to us. 
 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Let us pray. 
God of goodness and growth, 
all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: 
these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, 
that we might proclaim your steadfast love 
in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
 
 



He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you  
 
through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



COMMUNION 
 
Please carefully open your communion kits. 
 
The presiding minister says: 
 
“The body of Christ, given for you.” 
(The communicant eats the bread.) 
 
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
(The communicant drinks the wine.) 
 
Please be seated. 
 
MUSIC MEDITATION 
 
You are invited into a time of prayer and contemplation following the receiving the body and 
blood of Christ, and God’s promise of the forgiveness of sins for you, for us, and for the world. 
 
Here is Bread—words and music by Graham Kendrick. Text and music copyright © 1991, Make 
Way Music, admin. By Music Services in the Western Hemisphere.  
 

This beloved communion hymn speaks to God’s abiding presence in Jesus Christ—right 
here, right now, in this place. Joined as one in Christ’s abiding presence, we are sent out 
into the world to proclaim Christ crucified. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Let us pray. 
God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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LICENSE #A-735487. 
 
 


