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Introduction to the day 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of 
the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. 
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We 
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 
gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over 
the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to 
refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you 
nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river 
Jordan to the promised land. 
 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to 
safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not 
swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us 
to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, 
no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (ELW 369) 
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GREETING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through 
the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 
security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
 
43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by 
the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
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Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Shepherd Me, O God (ELW 780) 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? 
But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 
approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used 
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
 
7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come 
in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 I AM the bread of life. I AM the light of the world. I AM the way, and the 

truth, and the life. I AM the resurrection and the life. I AM the door. 

 Wait, what? 

 The door? 

 Think about who Jesus claims to be in these sayings. The bread of life. The 

light of the world. The way. The truth. The life. The resurrection. Huge claims! 

Cosmic implications!  

 Then there is our text for this morning. The door?!?! 
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 I mean, not to brag, but I can be a door. In fact, my wife often tells me, while 

I’m standing in front of the television, that I “make a better door than a window!” 

 Now, for you keen listeners and observers, you will notice that in the text I 

just read, Jesus does not use the word “door.” He does say, however, “I am the gate 

for the sheep,” and, again, “I am the gate.”1 The Greek word here is thuros. It is 

simply an opening. Could be a door. A gate. The opening flap of a tent. You get 

the picture. In other words, Jesus claims that he himself is the opening through 

which one passes to enter, and through which one passes to exit. 

 Now, before you get all sorts of heaven imagery in your head, and get the 

idea that Jesus is referring to being some kind of gatekeeper to eternal life (and 

thus, to heaven), I want to say that Jesus words here have nothing at all to do with 

that. But it does have to do with being a shepherd—the “good” shepherd (another 

of the “I AM sayings” in John’s gospel). In ancient Israel, the shepherds and sheep 

dotted the countryside during the time of Jesus (remember the Christmas story?). 

The sheep throughout the course of the day would graze in the surrounding 

countryside, and at night, to avoid predators, the shepherd would lead the sheep 

back to an enclosure (a pen, if you will) to keep them safe. These sheep enclosures 

were made from rock, and were perfect squares, except for a small opening 

through which the sheep pass to get into and leave the enclosure. You may think 

 
1 Cf. Jn. 10:7,9. 
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this is where the gate would be, but you would be wrong. In fact, this opening was 

always open. The shepherd himself would position himself over this opening as the 

sheep came into the enclosure and as the sheep left. The shepherd would check 

over each individual sheep, looking for bugs, parasites, disease, etc. There is no 

gate. There is no door. There is only the shepherd; the shepherd himself is the 

door. The shepherd cares for the sheep. It’s not about locking in or kicking out. It 

is about caring, and healing, and leading—so that the sheep might have life, 

abundant life, and be that which they were created to be. 

 It’s a great image, isn’t it—a shepherd that cares, and heals, and leads a 

bunch of bumbling sheep? And, yes, if you haven’t figured this out by now, I’m 

talking about us. About you. And me. 

 I AM the Door. 

 Are we sheep? Yes. But, let us not forget, we, the gathered people of God, 

are also the body of Christ. Are we sheep? Yes. But, how are we, as sheep who 

follow the Door, called to embody what the door for the sheep is all about? 

 You may think that, as a pastor, I just sit around, read the Bible, and write 

sermons. And, I do a fair amount of that. But, you might be surprised to find out 

that, in my almost nine years of ordained ministry, I have spent a lot of time 

dealing with doors. Drafty doors. Doors with sticky locks. New doors to replace 

the drafty doors. Calling the company that installed the new doors to inform them 
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that they are still drafty. Waiting for the door people to come back and fix the new 

doors. You get the picture. But these aren’t the only door issues. How will we, as 

the body of Christ BE the door? Will our doors be doors that welcome or doors 

that exclude? Will our ministry goal be “keeping our doors open,” or will our 

ministry be grounded in passing through the doors of our buildings and homes to 

be the Church in the world? As both the sheep of Jesus’ flock and as ones called to 

be the body of Christ in the world, how does the reality of who God is shape our 

reality, and how does it help us recognize when, where, how, and why we leave the 

safety of the sheepfold behind to be Christ’s own body in the world that God so 

loves? To put it simply: will our focus be on having church, or will we live fully 

into God’s call, in Jesus, to be the Church? 

 I AM the Door. 

 The door, whose light shines in the darkness of the world. 

 The door, who welcomes us home and who encourages us upon our leaving. 

 The door, whose opening leads us from slavery into freedom. 

 The door, whose opening shows us the way from our insistent ways of death 

and destruction to the way of life. Abundant life. Shalom. For you. For me. For us. 

For the world. For all. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (BRADBURY) (ELW 
789) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. 
Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at colleges, 
seminaries, and learning sites (local colleges and seminaries may be named). Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment, 
for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and for those 
involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen their hands as they feed the world. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of 
righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have the 
opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk through dark 
valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering (especially). 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food 
pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations (local ministries may be 
named). May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by 
name and guided them to your side in death. We thank you for their lives of 
faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Enviado soy de Dios (ELW 
538) 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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