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Introduction to the day 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the 
upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In 
today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. 
Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had 
with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, 
eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family. 
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MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest love by 
laying down their lives for others. We especially thank you for those in our 
military throughout history who have sacrificed their lives for their fellow citizens 
and for us who came after. As we remember their service, keep us mindful of all 
those for whom this day is a burden, and send your spirit of comfort to them. Be 
present with all the women and men who are serving in the military today. Let 
them live for the peace known only from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, 
and keep us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our lives in 
praise and thanksgiving to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship Prayer Book for the Armed Services (Augsburg Fortress, 2013), 65. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG God of the Sparrow (ELW 740) 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
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12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar 
as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for 
joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 
5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, 
for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 
same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
 
6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 Does resurrection still matter? 

 This is not a rhetorical question; it is an honest, simple question.  

Does resurrection still matter? 

 The apostle Paul writes in Ephesians: 

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and 
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seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages 
to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast.2 
 

Grace is a gift. Faith is a gift. Life is a gift. But, not just life. Not the fact that you 

happen to have a body, with a heart that beats and a brain that thinks (and, I 

suppose, the rest of the organs and systems as well). That’s not life. Well, I guess it 

is, scientifically. But, that’s not the life that has been given to us as a gift from 

God. The life that has been given to us by God, the life that is the gift of God is 

resurrection life—for you, for me, and for the world. 

 Does resurrection still matter? Does the gift of resurrection life still matter? 

“Well, sure it does,” you might be thinking to yourself right now. But, were you 

thinking that before I mentioned it? That’s the problem with gifts, isn’t it? How 

many of you have received a gift from someone at some point in your lifetime? Do 

you remember the last gift you received? The gift before that? The gift before that? 

What happens when that “newness factor” wears off? It sure is nice to wear that 

new shirt or new sweater for the first time. But then you wear it. You toss it in the 

laundry. And then you fold it up or hang it up and place it in your dresser or closet, 

where it becomes just another shirt or sweater among the others you already have. 

By the time that second wear comes along, you hardly give it any thought. The 

 
2 Eph. 2:4-9 (NRSV). 
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same can be said for kids who get a new toy—how long is it before it has been 

tossed aside in some pile, in the back of some closet, etc.? My thing, in case you 

haven’t noticed, is gadgets. My wife jokingly says to me, and she’s absolutely 

right, that I will be quiet for approximately one week after getting a new gadget; 

then, my focus will be on the next greatest thing. That’s the problem with gifts, 

isn’t it? And, if resurrection life is a gift from God, are we in danger of treating 

resurrection life in the same way?  

Does resurrection still matter? 

 In today’s gospel text from the gospel of John we encounter Jesus at the 

beginning of a long prayer to the Father on behalf of the disciples—the twelve who 

happened to be there at that particular time and place, and for all the disciples since 

then, including you and me. Scholars call this prayer the “High Priestly Prayer;” 

but I like to call it the Lord’s Prayer (the prayer we call the Lord’s prayer, I like to 

think of as the prayer of the disciples; after all, it is how we are to pray). Listen in 

again on the “Lord’s prayer”: 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you 
on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed. I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 
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me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.3 

 
The prayer continues... 

 
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong 
to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 
to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As 
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for 
their sake I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.4 
 

Did you notice what word occurs over and over in Jesus’ prayer? It is the word 

“give.” In the 19 verses I read, it occurs 13 times. And, at least in English, every 

time they occur in the past tense: 

Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 
 
I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
 
I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
 

 
3 Jn. 17:1-11. 
4 Jn. 17:12-19. 
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They were yours and you gave them to me. 
 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them. 
 
I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 
 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. 
 
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. 
 
I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
 

This is where knowledge of Greek is important, because there are four verb tenses 

in Greek that are translated as the simple past tense in English—“gave.” The 

English word “gave” has kind of a “one-and-done” idea behind it. If I gave it to 

you once, I won’t then give it again. Or continually be in the act of giving. You 

give and then you move on, right? It’s in the past. But all of the Greek verbs that 

are translated as “gave” in this text from John’s gospel are perfect tense verbs. A 

perfect tense verb captures an action that happened in the past, but has continuing 

implications and action in the present. In other words, even though the event 

happened in the past, it is only in the present moment that it embodies its full 

meaning. Chosen by God, loved by God, redeemed by God, healed by God, 

forgiven by God—all these things have already happened in the past. They have 

already happened for you, for me, for the world, in Jesus. But they don’t mean 
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anything in the past. And, they don’t yet really mean anything in the future. The 

fullness of God’s gifts—calling, loving, redeeming, healing, forgiving—all these, 

combined together, are what is called in the Bible “life.” Not just life. Not just the 

act of what science calls “being alive.” Abundant life. Resurrection life. And, 

resurrection life only means something when it is encountered. Right here. Right 

now. In this present moment—even if this present moment looks nothing like the 

present moment for which we had hoped. 

 Does resurrection still matter?  

 I ask this question of myself. I ask this question of you. I ask this question of 

the congregation I am called to serve: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New Castle, 

Indiana. And I hope that those of you who might hear these words who worship in 

other congregations throughout the world will ask this question of your 

congregation. Is our life together as the people of God lived as though the gospel 

story ends with the words, “It is finished,” and Jesus breathing his last? Or is our 

life together as the people of God going to be lived as though the story only begins 

with the words of the risen Lord, “Peace be with you.” “Shalom,” and Jesus 

breathing into us the gift of God’s Spirit who faithfully leads us into God’s 

promised future? Or, to put it more simply, will we live in fear that the inevitable 

destination of our congregations is decay and death, or will we live out of the 
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reality that our journey together begins now, here, in this moment, as we faithfully 

go forward into God’s promised future?  

 Does resurrection still matter? 

You bet it does. Look around at the world. It has to matter. It has to matter in 

us. We need the reminder today, as the Church, that we do not belong to the world, 

but we are in the world. Translation for these days: the world doesn’t need us to go 

to church; the world needs us to be the Church. The world needs us to embody 

resurrection life, and to live like we believe that it is true. The world needs us to 

embody a resurrection life that does not ask the question: “What does resurrection 

do for me?” Rather, it needs us to embody a resurrection life that asks the question, 

“What and who does resurrection life call me to be, call us to be, for the sake of the 

world? This is the different kind of life to which we are called as followers of the 

one who is crucified and risen for the life of the world.  

Does resurrection still matter?  

You bet it does. Why? Because God says so. Because God promises it and 

God gives it. Because God, who promises, is faithful. Today. For you. For me. For 

all. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of 
your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all 
people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of 
the universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill 
enriches our understanding (like Nicholas Copernicus and Leonard Euler, whom 
the church commemorates today). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable. 
Redirect those who use violence and greed as weapons. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those 
without supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that 
all may rest their anxieties in your care. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this 
day those who risked their lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those 
serving at home or abroad, and assure them of your never-failing strength. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the 
faithful examples of those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Build Us Up, Lord (ELW 670) 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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