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Easter 2 (Year A) 
 

Introduction to the day 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift 
of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our 
Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout 
the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
You are invited to fill a bowl from your home with water and light a candle, if 
available, as we give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (ELW 363) 
 

 



 4 

GREETING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 
385) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness 
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you 
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 
by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him 
from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David 
says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a 
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of 
his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 
the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
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  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 16 
 
Please join in reading the Psalm, aloud. 
 
 1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
 3But those who run after | other gods 
  shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
  never take their names up- | on my lips. 
 5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup; 
  it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night | after night. 
 8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. 
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
  my body also shall | rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
 11You will show me the | path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 
pleasures for- | evermore. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that 
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 
 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 
in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 
 It is still that day.  

That day of mysterious happenings and troubling news.  

That day, when Mary Magdalene encounters, in her fear, the empty tomb; 

and, then, encounters in her joy the risen Lord Jesus.  

That day, when Mary Magdalene runs to find the disciples and share her 

news: “I have seen the Lord.”1  

Yes, indeed, it is still that day. 

 “I have seen the Lord.” The previous scene closes with this proclamation by 

Mary Magdalene—the apostle to the apostles. And how does the scene today 

begin? What is the disciples’ response to Mary’s exuberant proclamation? 

 Fear. They lock themselves in a room. 

 Remember, it is still that day (later in the day), when the disciples gather 

together in a locked room—a room that is locked “for fear of the Jews,”2 as the 

NRSV translation reads. It is worth noting, here, that the “Jews” here do not mean 

all Jewish people. After all, the disciples themselves are Jewish. Rather, the “Jews” 

here are the religious leaders of the day, which is why I more accurately translated 

the Greek word used here to “the Jewish leaders,” when I read the gospel text. The 

 
1 Jn. 20:18 (NRSV). 
2 Jn. 20:19. 
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disciples, despite receiving the news of the encounter with the risen Lord from 

Mary Magdalene, and despite having two of their own witness the empty tomb, 

lock themselves in a room out of fear. They weren’t stupid, after all. Sure, they 

abandoned Jesus after his arrest and were not present at Jesus’ crucifixion, but they 

all knew what happened. Worse yet, they knew that they too might be next. And 

so, they are hiding from a particular group of Jewish people—the religious leaders 

of the day, fearing that those same religious leaders might be coming for them 

next.  

 That, of course, is one possibility. But, I wonder, in light of the witness of 

the two disciples, and in light of Mary Magdalene’s proclamation that she has seen 

the Lord, and the disciples’ immediate response of hiding out of fear, if the 

disciples might be hiding from one Jewish leader in particular. This Jewish leader, 

although relatively new on the scene, was better known and more popular than all 

the other Jewish leaders put together.  

I wonder if they might be hiding from Jesus himself. 

 And why wouldn’t they be hiding from Jesus? The disciples had failed Jesus 

miserably. Despite being given the promise of God’s presence, God’s peace, God’s 

shalom, time and time again, they failed. Peter denied his discipleship three times. 

The rest of the disciples fled Jesus at the time of his greatest need (except for the 

“disciple whom Jesus loved”). And, let’s not forget Judas. And, of course, even 
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before the arrest, trial, and crucifixion scenes, time and time again they just failed 

to get it. In fact, every time I read the gospel stories, I think to myself: “This is as 

good as God can do? This little rag-tag group of whiners, doubters, and bickerers 

are the twelve chosen to participate in God’s mission for the world in Jesus?” 

Perhaps the last person that the disciples wanted to meet is Jesus, risen from the 

dead to confront them with the reality of their failure and their lack of trust. 

 The metaphor of a locked room is a good metaphor for our lives today—

both our individual lives and our life together at the people of God. And I’m not 

talking about “stay at home” orders. Both individually and together, we all have 

fears. And, both individually and together, we lock our fearful selves in rooms 

hoping that no one will find us, that no one will see us, in our fear. Fear of 

inadequacy. Fear of being known for who we really are. Fear of building 

meaningful relationships. Fear of unknown people, unknown places, unknown 

things, and an unknown future. Fear of people who are “different than us.” Make a 

list of all your fears; I’m sure no one would have trouble doing that. Think about 

life in our country and our world today, still in the grips of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Fear for the health of our loved ones and ourselves. Anxiety and 

depression skyrocketing out of control. Fear for the future of our congregation and 

the larger church. Fear of the economic future—always and unknown. Fear of jobs 

and businesses leaving, never to return. Fear that our own health may become yet 
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another luxury we cannot afford. Fear that we might not be as “untouchable” as we 

once thought we were. All of these fears have caused us to turn in on ourselves, to 

run to our rooms, and to lock ourselves in, where we have plenty of time to focus 

on ourselves and to ignore the needs of our neighbors and the world.  

 The Church, too, suffers from living in this reality of fear. We also, far too 

often, lock ourselves into our buildings of security that we have built for ourselves. 

That’s one of the things that is exacerbating our collective fear right now, as we are 

forced to be outside of our building of security and forced to think in new, 

uncharted ways about what it means to be Church together, for the sake of the 

world. We long, from the depths of our very being, to have Jesus in our midst; yet, 

like the disciples, perhaps we lock ourselves in here because of the fear of the risen 

Lord. To be encountered in our failure to be disciples. To be encountered in our 

failure to actually be the body of Christ here and in the world. To be encountered 

in our failure, time and time again, to live the mandate of Maundy Thursday: to 

love others as Christ loves us. To be encountered in our fear of actually being 

changed and transformed by the power of Christ’s resurrection, and encountered 

by God’s Holy Spirit, who just might lead us out into the wilderness places of the 

world.  
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 But the good news is that Jesus will not be stopped by our fear. Or the fear 

of the world. Or even by the fear of death itself. Despite all of this, despite all our 

failures, despite the fact that we so often lock ourselves in our self-built rooms of 

fear out of fear of being encountered by the resurrected Christ, Jesus will not be 

stopped by our locked doors. Jesus will not be stopped by our fear. Jesus comes 

and stands right in the midst of our fear, right in the midst of our locked room, 

right in the midst of our failure, and does not confront us; he speaks words of life: 

“Peace be with you.”3 

 Peace be with you. This isn’t just some generic peace. This isn’t some kind 

of false peace that we’ve attempted to construct in response to our fear. This isn’t 

peace that comes by taking our own action to bring about the end of our enemies. 

This is the peace that the world cannot give, the peace that we ourselves cannot 

create. This is God’s peace. In Hebrew, shalom. The word shalom just isn’t about 

peace. Shalom IS peace, and healing, and wholeness, and forgiveness, and life—

the promise of God’s presence in the midst of our fearful lives that are lived in the 

midst of a fearful world. 

 

 

 
3 Jn. 20:19. 
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 Peace be with you. Shalom. But this is not something that we are to enjoy in 

the midst of our locked room. After Jesus speaks these words, he says, “Just as the 

Father has sent me, so I send you…receive the Holy Spirit.”4 And he breathes on 

them. Literally, in the Greek, breathes into them. Christ breathes into God’s people 

God’s own breath, God’s own essence, God’s own self, God’s own life, creating us 

anew to be the people of God, just as God breathes life into the first couple in the 

creation story. And, so, brothers and sisters in Christ, shalom. God’s deepest peace 

of forgiveness, healing, wholeness, and life be with you. Receive the breath of 

God, that you may have life in the name of Jesus. Now, don’t keep it to yourselves. 

Don’t just live it for yourselves. But, go from this place. You have been sent by 

God into a fearful world, to speak and live God’s shalom into the midst of your 

fearful lives lived in the midst of a fearful world. Will you still have fear? Yes. 

Will you still be afraid? Yes. But, in those times of fear, remember the words of 

the resurrected Jesus from Matthew’s gospel: Do not be afraid…I am with you to 

the end of the ages. Be not afraid, siblings in Christ. Go in peace, living in the 

reality of God’s shalom, God’s steadfast love, for you, for me, for the world, for 

all—a peace that surpasses all understanding.  

 
 
 
 

 
4 Jn. 20:21-22. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Be Not Afraid (ELW 388) 
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NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different 
ways. Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish 
our commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and 
convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the 
world you have made so that living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of 
safety. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those 
isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, 
chronic suffering, grief, and all in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and 
bless the efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and 
children, and relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith. 
Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881) 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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