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PASTORAL LETTER CONCERNING COVID-19 
AND 

LIFE TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

But now thus says the LORD, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 

Isaiah 43:1 (NRSV) 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Holy Trinity, 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I keep coming back to this text from the prophet Isaiah as we navigate these challenging times. 

Not only do these words form the basis of the refrain of one of my favorite hymns (“You Are 

Mine”), but they also speak powerful words of promise to the people of God in a time of exile. 

For the ancient Israelites, this time of exile was deportation to Babylon. For the people of God in 

2020, this time of exile necessitates dramatic changes to how we live our lives. If you are 

anything like me, you long for a time to do simple things like have coffee with a friend, gather 

together in worship, or attend a Bible study. Or perhaps you long move about and explore the 

grandeur of God’s creation—filled with the wonderful diversity of people, places, and things that 

are a part of God’s gift to all of creation. 

 

Make no mistake about it—these are challenging times. Difficult times. Fear-filled times. For 

many of us, our days and minds are consumed not with the inconveniences of social distancing, 

but with genuine concern for our loved ones, for our family members, for our friends, for our 

neighbors, and even ourselves. It is important that we honor and recognize these fears—they are 

real and they are legitimate. 

 

 

 



And, yet, in the midst of this fear, we are reminded in scripture that God is faithful. That God is 

present. That God is here. That God is with us (Matthew 1:23). That the light shines in the 

darkness and the darkness does not overcome it (John 1:5). That resurrection life is present and 

real in the midst of seemingly impossible odds (cf. John 11 and the raising of Lazarus). 

 

Please know that I, along with the church council, have been working diligently to stay 

connected with you and the community during these times of social distancing. So, in addition to 

laying out a pastoral framework for your consideration during this time when we are physically 

apart, I would like to give a few practical updates regarding this particular congregation and our 

plans during this time when we cannot physically gather. 

 

When will we be able to gather, physically, for worship, Christian education, fellowship, 
etc.? 
 
I honestly have no concrete answer to this question right now. The best answer I can give is that 

worship will happen in an online format for the foreseeable future. Plans are in the works to 

provide online opportunities for Christian education, fellowship, etc. (see further details below). 

We will continue to listen to guidance from local, state, and federal officials as to when we can 

physically gather again, and when this gathering is safe for us and for our neighbors. 

 

Will we still have worship? 
 
This is an emphatic YES! We have had worship online for these past two weeks already, and this 

format will continue for the foreseeable future. All Holy Week services, including the Easter 

Vigil and Easter morning, will proceed is this digital format. This has been a learning experience 

for all of us, especially me. While I long to gather in person, in our sanctuary, around word and 

sacrament, the digital connections created and shared these past couple of weeks have been 

fascinating. I look forward to sharing these stories. 

 

What about the sacrament of holy communion? 
 
Central to our gathering each week is our gathering around word and sacrament, including our 

weekly celebration of holy communion. There has been rigorous discussion among pastors and 

theologians about what “digital communion” or “online communion” might look like, and if this 

idea might be sound based upon our theological understanding of the sacraments and their 

practice. I continue to ponder the two sides of these arguments. At this time, as we are fasting 

from physically gathering for worship around word and sacrament, we will also fast from sharing 

in the eucharist, with the full knowledge that Christ’s body and blood, broken and shed for you, 

is a promise that is not dependent on us, but on God’s promise in Jesus Christ. 

 

What about opportunities for Christian education and fellowship? 
 
As I mentioned above, I am planning on offering two opportunities for us to gather for prayer, 

study, and fellowship during this time when we are socially distanced. These gatherings will take 

place via Zoom. If you’ve never used Zoom, do not worry—it is super easy! You will receive an 

invitation in your email, you click on the link, and follow the instructions. The invitations will 



also be on the website and our Facebook page. Smartphone and tablet apps are available. You 

can even call in to one of the phone numbers provided to join via telephone. 

 

Beginning the week of April 13, 2020, I will hold two weekly Zoom gatherings: 

 

Tuesday evenings, 7pm, beginning April 14: Digital Table Talk 

This will be a weekly gathering where we will gather for fellowship, check in with 

one another, pray together, and where I will provide updates on Holy Trinity’s 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Wednesday evenings, 7pm, beginning April 15: Gospel parallels Bible study 

I will begin a weekly study of the four gospels that was originally slated to start this 

fall. In this study, we will look at the stories of Jesus and how they appear (or don’t 

appear!) in each of the four gospels. All you need is a Bible. Don’t have one at home? 

Not a problem—if you’re joining via video, I will share my screen! 

 

How can I be involved and help with the mission of Holy Trinity during this time of social 
distancing? 
 
I’m glad you asked (actually, I asked)! I am calling on you, members and friends of Holy Trinity, 

to support the mission of this congregation and the Church at this critical time by participating in 

our common life in the following ways: 

 

1. Pray. For your pastor. For your church council leadership. For your church. For the 

community. For the country. For the world. And then pray some more. Or, as the apostle 

Paul writes, “Pray without ceasing!” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 

2. Stay at home. Please. Listen to the advice of local, state, and federal authorities. Check in 

and get information from a reliable source, like coronavirus.gov. 

3. Be active in staying up to date with news, ministry needs, etc. from Holy Trinity by going 

to our website daily (holytrinitync.org), and by checking in on Holy Trinity’s Facebook 

page daily (@holytrinitync). This is really important, as I don’t want to bombard folks 

with a bunch of emails. Thank you in advance for taking an active role in staying up to 

date. 

4. Worship with us! Links to worship services will be sent via email, website, and Facebook 

for every worship service.  

5. Support the work of the church financially! Sisters and brothers, the work of the church 

continues. The mission need is great right now and will be greater as time goes on. Plus, 

bills, salaries, etc. Thank you in advance for being particularly generous during this time. 

You can give by mailing your offering to the church, making arrangements with your 

financial institution through electronic bill pay, Simply Giving through Thrivent 

Financial, and you can even GIVE ONLINE at holytrinitync.org. Click the green button 

that says “GIVE” and it will take you to a secure site where you can give with debit, 

credit, checking account, and even Apple and Android Pay (21st century awesomeness!). 

It’s really easy to do. 

 



6. Be kind to yourself and one another. Check in on your neighbors and friends. Go the 

extra mile (Matthew 5:41), or even extra miles to help someone in need. There are many 

folks who are particularly lonely in this time of social distancing. You all are so good at 

this already; thank you for caring and loving one another in this way. 

7. Please let me know if there are any pastoral care needs. Of if you have questions or 

concerns. Call, text, or email, anytime. 

 

The prophet Isaiah continues: 

 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

 and the flame shall not consume you. 
 For I am the LORD your God, 

 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 Because you are precious in my sight, 

 and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 

 nations in exchange for your life. 
 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 

 I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
 and to the south, "Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth —  

 everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made." 

 

Isaiah 43:2-7 

 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, God is faithful. Be well. Be kind. And be the body of Christ we are 

called to be in the world, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Matt 

 


